History Key Knowledge for Wybourn Primary School 
Here at Wybourn Community Primary School, we use Cornerstones Curriculum to teach History. Through this curriculum, themes are carefully planned, informed by the National Curriculum and linked to previous learning. Each year, historical knowledge builds (substantive knowledge) and alongside this skills develop, enabling children to ‘think like historians’ (disciplinary knowledge).  Through our curriculum, particular concepts- War & conflict, Hierarchy, power and democracy, Everyday life and community- are key to our children’s historical knowledge. For example, Y1 start the year off with Childhood which compares childhood now to a child in the 1950s. This is then followed by life in a Victorian School. Children have the opportunity to compare different periods of time throughout each year group, helping them to develop this crucial historical skill. 
These are the key concepts of teaching history in our school which are delivered through our curriculum below: 
War & conflict 
Hierarchy, power and democracy 
Everyday life and community 
Each theme covers one or more of these concepts.
Skills- 
Chronology, artefacts and sources 
This is the key knowledge for our History curriculum for each year group.
	Year group
	

	
	All areas of Development Matters are covered within the topics below. These key statements are linked to Understanding the World which leads on to History in the National Curriculum

	Nursery 
	Me and My Community 
Exploring Autumn
Once Upon a Time
Sparkle and Shine
	Starry Night
Dangerous Dinosaurs
Winter Wonderland
Puddles and Rainbows
	Sunshine and Sunflowers
Big Wide World
Shadows and Reflections 
Splash!

	
	· To begin to understand what the ‘past’ means including their own (being a baby, toddler etc)
· To know that stories, books and pictures are used to help people find out about events in the past and people who lived in the past.
· Identifying similarities and differences helps us to make comparisons between our life and life in the past.

	· To know that dinosaurs are prehistoric animals that lived millions of years ago.
· Begin to understand that ‘prehistoric’ means millions of years ago. 

	· To understand that heritage is a person's unique, inherited sense of family identity, including the values, traditions, culture and artefacts handed down by previous generations.


	Reception
	All areas of Development Matters are covered within the above topics. These key statements are linked to Knowledge of the World which leads on to Geography in the National Curriculum.

	
	Let’s Explore
Puppet and Pop Ups
Marvellous Machines 
	Long Ago
Ready Steady Grow
Stories and Rhyme
Signs of Spring 
	Animal Safari
On the Beach
Creep, Crawl and Wiggle
Move It
Moving On

	
	· Make observations about objects and artefacts from the past, such as toys and clothes. 
· Begin to sequence words which can help to describe events in order, such as 'before', 'then' and 'after' and begin to understand tenses- past, present, future
· Be able to describe some similarities and differences between things in the past and the present i.e. vehicles 
	· To know that History is the study of life in the past.
· To know that a timeline shows the order in which events happened and begin to put familiar events in chronological order, using pictures and discussion. 
· Explore and discuss similarities between aspects of their life and life in the past, using books, stories and pictures.
· Begin to understand their family’s past- e.g. your grandparents are your parents' parents.
· Be able to make observations about objects and artefacts from the past, such as toys, clothes and other items relating to everyday life.


	· Be able to order and sequence a familiar event using words relating to the passage of time, including yesterday, last week, before and then.
· Explore and discuss similarities between aspects of their life and life in the past, using books, stories and pictures.
· To know that the way that people lived in the past is not the same as the way that we live now.
· Talk about past and present events in their own lives and those who are important to them.
· Put familiar events in chronological order, using pictures and discussion.

	Y1
	Childhood
Everyday life and community
Chronology, artefacts and sources

	School Days
Everyday life and community
Chronology, artefacts and sources


	
	Substantive knowledge

· People grow from being babies to toddlers, then children, adolescents, adults and elderly people. As people grow older, they have more responsibilities, such as having a job, buying a house, looking after children and elderly parents.
·  In the 1950s, some things were different to how they are today and some things are similar. Focus on: shops and toys. 

Disciplinary knowledge 
· Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time to communicate ideas and observations (here, now, then, yesterday, last week, last year, years ago and a long time ago). 
· Historical sources include artefacts, written and first-hand accounts, and photographs. 
Assessment
· Describe an aspect of everyday life within or beyond living memory.

	Substantive knowledge
· By the end of the Victorian era, young children attended school instead of working long hours in dangerous factories, mills and coalmines
· In the Victorian era, some things were different to how they are today and some things are similar. Focus on: schools. 
· In Victorian schools, boys and girls were separated into large classes. They were taught different subjects in the afternoon and reading, writing, arithmetic and religious studies in the mornings. Children were punished harshly if they were rude or lazy. 
· Know about significant people who helped evolve education- Samuel Wilderspin 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Disciplinary knowledge 
· Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time to communicate ideas and observations (here, now, then, yesterday, last week, last year, years ago and a long time ago).
· Historical sources include artefacts, written and first-hand accounts, and photographs. 
Assessment
· Describe an aspect of everyday life within or beyond living memory.


	Y2
	Movers and Shakers
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Artefacts and sources

	Magnificent Monarchs
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Chronological and sources


	
	Substantive knowledge

· Know key facts about the lives of: Christopher Columbus, Neil Armstrong, Emmeline Pankhurst, and Rosa Parks, explaining why they are historically significant and the impact they and when they were alive and on modern society.  
· Important achievements by British individuals Florence Nightingale and Captain Cook who include great discoveries and actions that have helped many people. 





Disciplinary knowledge
· Use the Dawson and Diamond model to decide if a person is historically significant and explain their reasoning. 
· Use historical sources include artefacts, written and first-hand accounts, and photographs to conduct research. 


Assessment
· Describe and explain the importance of a significant individual's achievements on British history.

	Substantive knowledge- 

· In the past, some monarchs had absolute power and could make their own rules and laws. Today we have a constitutional monarch, Charles III, which means that laws are made by parliament, and the King represents the nation.
· Know key facts about the lives of: Alfred the Great, William the Conqueror, Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria and Elizabeth II. They are historically significant and describe their impact on British society, both positive and negative. 
· Historical terms and phrases linked to monarchs include king, queen, sovereign, ruler and reign.




Disciplinary knowledge
· Use the Dawson and Diamond model to decide if a person is historically significant and explain their reasoning. 
· Sequence the lives of the 6 monarchs in chronological order. 
· Artefacts provide evidence about the past. These inc portraits. 
Assessment
· Use historical models to make judgements about significance and describe the impact of a significant historical individual.

	Y3
	Through the Ages 
Everyday life and community
Chronology, artefacts and sources

	Emperors and Empires
War & conflict
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Everyday life and community
Chronology, artefacts and sources


	
	Substantive knowledge
· During the Stone Age, life became more sophisticated as new tools, homes and food producing techniques were invented.
· During the Bronze Age, the discovery of bronze and how it could be used changed the way that people lived, farmed, fought, traded and dressed because it was more efficient than stone. 
· The introduction of ironworking improved farming, trade and weapons and made people wealthy. This led people to live in hillforts for protection against attacking tribes.
· Improved farming in the Iron Age produced enough food for everyone so some people could do different jobs and there was more free time. 
· Describe the everyday lives of people from past historical periods including Skara Brae and the Amesbury Archer. 
Disciplinary knowledge 

· Sequence prehistory eras including when they started and reasons for next age beginning- Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age and the Roman Invasion. 
· Historical terms to describe periods of time include millennia, era, BC (before Christ), BCE (before the common era), AD (in the year of our Lord) and CE (common era).
· Make deductions and draw conclusions about the reliability of a historical source or artefact. 

Assessment
· Explain the similarities and differences between two periods of history.
· Summarise how an aspect of British or world history has changed over time.


	Substantive knowledge

· Describe everyday life in ancient Rome, including aspects, such as jobs, houses, buildings, food and schooling
· Life in a Roman town included the use of the forum for decision-making, shops and market places for trade and the rules of social hierarchy.
· Significant events- Julius Caesar trying and failing to invade Britain- 55/54BC. Claudius invading and Romanising Britain AD43. Boudicca leading rebellion against Roman rule. Failed Roman invasion of Scotland leading to building Hadrian’s Wall. The Romans left Britain in AD 410 because of invasions in other parts of the Empire. The Western Roman Empire collapsed in AD 476.
· Describe the 'Romanisation' of Britain, including the impact of technology, culture and beliefs.


Disciplinary knowledge 

· Primary sources include documents or artefacts created by a witness to a historical event at the time it happened. Secondary sources are created by someone who has not participated in the event they describe. A secondary source interprets and analyses primary sources.

Assessment
· Explaining the cause and effect of a significant historical event


	Y4
	Invasion
War & conflict
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Everyday life and community
Chronology, artefacts and sources

	Ancient Civilisations
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Everyday life and community
Chronology, artefacts and sources


	
	Substantive knowledge

· During the period AD 410–1066, Britain came under attack from the Picts, Scots, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and finally the Normans.
· Describe life in Anglo-Saxon times including the creation of separate kingdoms, introduction of Christianity and the first recorded set of laws and other Anglo-Saxon legacies. 
· Describe the significance and impact of power struggles on Britain: Vikings invasions, King Athelstan- first king of all England and beginning of Norman Britain. 


Disciplinary knowledge 


· Explain the cause, consequence and impact of invasion and settlement in Britain.
· Primary sources contain the life experiences, thoughts, opinions and beliefs of their writers or creators, which can affect the information included and the way that people and events have been depicted.

Assessment 
· Present a thoughtful selection of relevant information in a historical report, fictional narrative, in-depth study or by answering a range of historical questions.
· Historical information can be presented as written texts, tables, diagrams, captions and lists.



	Substantive knowledge
· Ancient Sumer was the first civilisation to develop c4500 BC. Nomads settled there because of the food and water available in the Fertile Crescent. (Known as the birthplace of farming)
· Ingenious farming methods and amazing inventions meant that ancient Sumer grew surplus food that they could trade.
· Ancient Sumerian inventions made tasks quicker and easier, such as the wheel, the plough, moulded bricks, and numbering and writing systems. There was a hierarchy of groups of people and people lived in cities.
· Describe significant events/people- Sargon The Great (roads, single language, first person to rule an empire).
· Ancient Egyptian civilisation grew around the banks of the Nile c3100 BC to 30 BC because there was fertile soil in the floodplains
· A pharaoh was a ruler of ancient Egypt. The pharaoh was in charge of everything, including laws and religion. 
· Describe how Ancient Egyptians lived their daily life. 
· Know about significant people including- King Narmer, King Khufu, King Hatshepsut and Amenhotep IV. 
· Describe the significance of Howard Carter’s discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb. 

Disciplinary knowledge 

· Use more complex historical terms to explain and present historical information.
· Explain how artefacts provide evidence of everyday life in the past.
· Describe the hierarchy and different roles in ancient civilisations. (Compare life in Sumer to Stone Age Britain).
· Explain how artefacts provide evidence of everyday life in the past
Assessment 
· Describe the hierarchy and different roles in ancient civilisations



	Y5
	Dynamic Dynasties
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Everyday life and community
Chronology, artefacts and sources

	Ground-breaking Greeks
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Everyday life and community
Chronology, artefacts and sources


	
	Substantive knowledge


· China is the longest lasting civilisation starting with the Xia Dynasty in c2070. The Shang Dynasty, c1600 BC until 1046 BC, is the earliest recorded ruling dynasty of China.
· Know about the way of life in the Shang Dynasty including- hierarchy of society and religion. 
Disciplinary 
· Use a range of historical sources or artefacts to build a picture of a historical event or person.
· Compare and contrast an aspect of history across two or more periods studied.
· Create an in-depth study of the characteristics and importance of a past or ancient civilisation or society (people, culture, art, politics, hierarchy) 
· Sources of historical information can have varying degrees of accuracy, depending on when they were written and the perspective of the writer

Assessment:
· Describe the significance, impact and legacy of power in ancient civilisations.
· Articulate and organise important information and detailed historical accounts using topic related vocabulary.







	Substantive knowledge


· There are six periods in ancient Greek history (from the Minoan civilisation c3000 BC to the end of the Hellenistic period in 30 BC)
· Know about life in different Greek civilisations e.g.  the Minoans were peaceful farmers, fishermen and traders. Over time, they developed a written language, became skilled artists and craftsmen and built stone palaces.
· During the Archaic period of ancient Greece, language, society, government, trade, art and architecture all started to flourish again creating jobs and wealth.
· Know interesting and relevant about life in Athens during the Classical Period e.g. world’s first democratic political system, the ancient Athenian hierarchy. 
· The achievements and influences of the ancient Greeks on the wider world include: the English alphabet and language, democracy, including trial by jury, sport and the Olympic Games, the subjects of mathematics, science, philosophy, art, architecture and theatre.

Disciplinary 
· Sequence and make connections between periods of world history on a timeline.
· Explain how everyday life in an ancient civilisation changed or continued during different periods.
· Compare and contrast an aspect of history across two or more periods studied.
· Describe the achievements and influence of the ancient Greeks on the wider world.
· Use a range of historical sources or artefacts to build a picture of a historical event or person inc. exploring validity of sources by comparing to check accuracy. 
· 
Assessment:
(Innovate)- 
· Describe the achievements and influence of the ancient Greeks on the wider world.
· Articulate and organise important information and detailed historical accounts using topic related vocabulary.


	Y6
	Maafa
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Everyday life and community
War & conflict
Chronology, artefacts and sources
	Britain At War
Hierarchy, power and democracy
Everyday life and community
War & conflict
Chronology, artefacts and sources


	
	Substantive knowledge

· A variety of kingdoms developed in Africa over the last 6000 years, inc. the ancient Kingdom of Benin on the coast of West Africa AD900-1897
· Common traits and motives of leaders and monarchs include accumulating wealth, spreading religious ideologies and acquiring land, power and status.
· Britain played a key role in the maafa, which is a term meaning the history and effects of the transatlantic slave trade.
· Britain transported over three million enslaved people across the Atlantic, more than any other country.
· The slave trade caused human suffering, an increase in war and conflict in Africa, a decrease in the African population, the loss of indigenous culture and the creation of racist ideologies.
· To know and understand how and why the transatlantic slave trade develop and the human suffering it caused and benefits to Britain. E.g. healthy banks and goods such as cotton and tobacco 
· Campaigns, rebellions, protests and petitions, held over a period of around 100 years, led to the eventual abolition of slavery.
· After slavery was abolished, formerly enslaved people were made to work as apprentices and the enslavers were compensated for the loss of their property.
· Throughout the 20th century, black people from territories in the British Empire fought in both World Wars, helped to rebuild Britain after the Second World War and staffed the NHS, even though they suffered racial discrimination.
· The Race Relations Act of 1965 was the first piece of British legislation that dealt with racism. It was replaced by the Equality Act 2010, which covers discrimination against race, gender, disability, sexual orientation and religion.
Disciplinary 
· Describe the causes and consequences of a significant event in history.
· Evaluate the human impact of war, oppression, conflict and rebellion on the everyday life of a past or ancient society.
· Ask perceptive questions to evaluate an artefact or historical source.
Assessment 
Innovate 
· Think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and present a perspective on an aspect of historical importance.
· Articulate the significance of a historical person, event, discovery or invention in British history.

	Substantive knowledge
· Key causes of the First World War include alliances, imperialism, militarism and nationalism. 
· The First World War was an international conflict that involved countries from Europe, the United States, the Middle East and other world regions, resulting in around 20 million fatalities.
· Important events during the First World War include the First Battle of Ypres (1914), the Battle of the Somme (1916) and the United States joining the Allied Powers (1917).
· The First World War ended when Germany signed a peace agreement at 11am on the 11th of November 1918. The day was called Armistice Day.
· The Treaty of Versailles made Germany take the blame for the war and pay large reparations, which left the country impoverished.
· The Axis Powers were led by Germany's Adolf Hitler and the Allied Powers were led by Great Britain's prime ministers Neville Chamberlain and then Winston Churchill.
· The Second World War started in 1939 when Adolf Hitler, the leader of Germany, invaded Poland.
· Preparations for the Second World War included conscription, evacuation, building air raid shelters, rationing and the Dig for Victory campaign.
· Know key dates and events such as D-Day, VE Day, Battle of Britain. 


Disciplinary 
· Evaluate the human impact of war, oppression, conflict and rebellion on the everyday life of a past or ancient society.
· Describe the causes and consequences of a significant event in history. 

Assessment 
Innovate 
· Evaluate the human impact of war, oppression, conflict and rebellion on the everyday life of a past or ancient society.
· Ask perceptive questions to evaluate an artefact or historical source.






